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Naval Group organised the fifth edition of the “R&D Partners Days” 

with its Hellenic industry, academic and research partners  

On May 21st and 22th 2025, Naval Group gathered more than 100 Hellenic 

companies, academies and research centres in Athens and Thessaloniki for 

the fifth edition of the “R&D Partners Days”. This annual event aims at 

promoting cooperation with Hellenic partners and strengthen partnerships in 

the field of R&D and innovation. 

 

This year, the R&D Partners Days were organized in two different places; in Athens for the fifth 

time at the French Institute, and at the Center for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH) in 

Thessaloniki for the first time, with the support of SEKPY (Association of Hellenic Defence 

Manufacturers) and HASDIG (Hellenic Aerospace Security & Defense Industries Group).  On this 

occasion, Captain Sokratos Karamoutas Defence Programs & Principal Contracts Director at the 

General Directorate for Defense investments and Armament (GDDIA), did the opening speech and 

highlighted the importance of innovation and R&T cooperation to support the development of 

Hellenic naval warfare capabilities. He confirmed his support to this Naval Group initiative to foster 

and enhance fruitful cooperation. 

A focus on new R&D areas to strengthen European cooperation 

At the French Institute in Athens, the objective was to focus on composite materials with 

Universities and industry partners, and with the Hellenic Naval Academy cadets, as well as to look 

for new subjects such as drones with ELKAK, the Hellenic centre for defense innovation. 

At the Centre for Research & Technology Hellas (CERTH), the focus has been put on the important 

topic of cyber. 

Both events have provided new opportunities to identify future cooperation projects between 

Naval Group and Hellenic partners on the upcoming European Union Calls for proposal next fall 

and exchange on additional technological fields.  

Cooperation to develop the European defence innovation strategy  

Several projects in the frame of the European Union involving Naval Group and Hellenic partners 

have already given successful results, which pave the way for future collaboration (PANDORA, 

ECHO, EFFECTOR, MIRICLE, SEA NICE). Today, many other projects are ongoing: DTHOR for next 

generation ship monitoring systems, AINCEPTION for AI-based intrusion detection tools in cyber 

defence operations, and CALIPSO for innovative emission-reducing propulsion solutions.  
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Very fruitful academics bilateral cooperation are also ongoing with the National Technical 

University of Athens (NTUA) on composites, with the University of Patras and B&T Composites, 

and with the Hellenic Naval Academy.  

On April 30th, three new projects in which Naval Group and several Hellenic partners are 

cooperating have been selected by the European Commission: Citadel, a project on cyber defense 

technology, Nereus (smart system of systems for future European naval platforms), and 

Battleverse (AI-driven scenario to support mission planning and execution). 
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About Naval Group 

As an international naval defence player, Naval Group is a partner for countries seeking to 

maintain control of their maritime sovereignty. Naval Group develops innovative solutions to 

meet its customers’ requirements. The group is present throughout the entire life cycle of 

vessels. It designs, produces, equips, integrates, supports and upgrades submarines and 

surface ships, as well as their systems and equipment, right up to the final phases of 

deconstruction and dismantling. Naval Group’s unique know-how in autonomous systems, 

underwater weapons and drones place it in pole position to become European leader in the 

sector. As a high-tech company, it draws on its outstanding expertise, unique design and 

production resources and ability to establish strategic partnerships, in particular within the 

framework of transfers of technology. It also provides shipyard and naval base services.  

Ever mindful of the issues concerning corporate social responsibility (CSR), Naval Group is a 

signatory to the United Nations Global Compact. Located on five continents, the group 

generates revenue of 4.355 billion euros and has 16,722 employees (Full-Time Equivalent 

average annual workforce - figures as on 31 December 2024). 


